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MODULE OVERVIEW

Introduction

This course introduces students to the history of the United States of America from the time of
early European settlement to the present. Its focus is on the major social, economic and political
developments in the history of the USA since the 19" century. The USA is now the only
acknowledged superpower after the collapse of the Soviet Union. It suggests, promotes and
advances the World agenda in social, economic and political fields. The USA has played and
still plays a major role in the changes on a global scale that have taken place and continue to
take place in our world. An appreciation of the history of the United States therefore affords
students a better understanding of major developments that have shaped our modern and
contemporary world.

Course Aim

The aim of the course is to equip students with in-depth understanding of the history of the

United States of America.

Learning outcomes

At the end of this course, students are expected to:

(a) Describe the early history of the United States of America.

(b) Demonstrate an understanding of the forces that have shaped the history of the United States of
America

(c) Examine the major themes in the history of the United States of America

(d) Show an understanding of the relations between the United States of America and other countries.

Study skills

In this course you will develop necessary skills to design, plan, and implement a Secondary
School level programme.

Time frame

The course should take you about three terms to complete. Listed below are the components of
the course, what you have to do and suggestions as to how you should allocate your time to

each unit in order that you may complete the course successfully and on time.



Method of Teaching

The course will employ a variety of instructional methods to accomplish its learning
outcomes, including the following:

Three Lectures per week

Tutorial 1 hour per week

Individual and team projects presentations
Need help

Mr Mwanabayeke Boyd

Mobile: 097 422771

mwanabayekeb@yahoo.com

Office: Tutorial Room 4.

Prescribed Readings

Charles Sellers, Henry May and Neil R. Macmillan, Synopsis of American History 1:
Through Reconstruction. Sixth Edition. Delhi: Macmillan India Ltd. 1985.

Charles Sellers, Henry May and Neil R. Macmillan, Synopsis of American History11: Since
Civil War. Sixth Edition. Delhi: Macmillan India Ltd. 1985.

Kelly, R .D .G. and Lewis, E., To Make Our World New: A History of African Americans.
Oxford. Oxford University Press, 2001.

Morrison, S.E., The Oxford History of the American People. New York: Oxford University
Press. 1962.

Irwin Unger, These United States: The Question of Our Past. Second Edition. VVol. Il since
1865. Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1982.

Assessment

Continuous Assessment 50%
One Assignment 25%
One Test 25%
Final Examination 50%

TOTAL 100%
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